Artist Auto Biography

Hello, my name is Teresa Kelley, but my artist name is Tesa.  It’s not only easier to write, but my favorite Aunt used to call me that when I was a little girl.  I can’t remember when I decided to be an artist because I’ve just always been one.  The drive in me to create and share my talents is so overwhelming that it has had a hold on me from the beginning.  I’ve always taken an interest in learning about anything and everything I could get my hands on if it involved my need to create beauty.  Any medium would do.  

Because of this drive I’ve experienced a large variety of mediums from dance to watercolor.  Due to family needs I’ve often been limited in my search for new and exciting artistic forms to learn about or be involved in, but somehow I’ve always managed to fit art into whatever I was doing.  Art is me and I cannot escape it any more than I can change the color of my skin.  That said, I’ve recently had the opportunity to give my life over to my love of art, and make a career of it.  My children are grown and beginning family’s of their own and I am yearning to fly.  

I’ve chosen three mediums to focus on so that I may develop these skills beyond my natural abilities, however, I will not limit myself in any way shape or form.  Paintings can say so much through color, tone, or subject.  They can stop a person in their tracks just to gaze or ponder for many precious moments bringing out emotions that have been suppressed, or perhaps underdeveloped, or even thought to be non existent.  I want to bring out a part of what is inside of me through this medium.  I am easily 

excited by  details in the beauty around me and it‘s power to envelop me.                                                                                                                                                                                                              

I would like others to experience this kind of excitement also, either through my art or their own creations that I’ve helped them to develop.  I’ve also chosen jewelry for this outlet.  To be able to wear art, to view it any where and find comfort in it’s expression, is a blessing anyone can experience.   The third medium I’ve decided to focus on is ceramics.  It is a great tension buster.   

I like playing with dirt, and at times just want an excuse to get messy.  Pounding a piece of clay can be fun, exhilarating, and exhausting all at the same time.  What could be more satisfying?  I do have many other areas I like to dabble in off and on.  For this reason I am happy to assist others with many different mediums such as interior decorating, photography, dance, or wedding set ups to name just a few.  Not only do I love doing all these things, I also enjoy teaching what I’ve learned.  I believe the best way to grow as a person is to share what you have learned, and always remain teachable.

All that said, I will now state that it is for these reasons I’ve decided to open Art Realm, a center to buy, create, and learn about great art as well as other things.  One may wonder where I’ve gained the experience that qualifies me for this endeavor and rightly so.  Since I’ve been doing art all my life it will be a challenge for me to remember all the things I’ve been involved in.  Hopefully my memories will serve me well enough to give an acceptable overview of my achievements.  Hit or miss, I’ll do my best.

In junior high I would draw quite a bit.  I even drew for class mates charging a couple of dollars for my efforts. I remember winning a competition for designing and creating the main display case as you entered the school.  It was all done by manipulating paper to form the shapes I needed.  I even have a picture of it in an old yearbook!  I can’t remember how many art classes I took throughout my childhood, but I remember some of the works that resulted from these classes.  For example, I had fun doing paper mache’ so much so that for several years I made  piñatas for our family Christmas party.  I also remember being on TV in a city wide talent show doing a modern dance number.  

In college I took a ballroom dance class.  I did so well that I was asked to be a lead during testing because there was never enough guys.  As a young mother I participated in ballet, and character dancing, and danced for a couple of years in major productions in our town.  I have also helped to write and direct small musicals for church and community.  I formed a trio and we soon became local favorites.  We were even asked to perform for local businesses, and the yearly Christmas party at the Country Club. 

I’ve directed small choirs and sung solos for variety shows.   I’ve done some acting in both small and larger productions though this has never been a main focus for me.  I’ve choreographed many dance numbers throughout the years for various types of dance.  My natural talents opened doors for me to become a dance instructor by profession.  The two areas I’ve focused on are tap and couples dances.  My husband, a natural in his own right, has always been happy to assist me with the latter.  

I’ve also done classes and workshops with other art mediums such as ceramics, painting, and jewelry making.  One of my largest sculptures, a four foot long lizard, was on exhibit at the local library during a wetlands campaign.  I also designed and sketched out the design for a tile collage done by several artists for the same campaign.  Shortly after 9-11 I illustrated a children’s book called Safe Space to help children and adults cope with the fear of traumatic events they have no control over.  Even while working as a manicurist I entered a national nail art contest where I painted different miniature scenes on each nail.  Although I didn’t win first place, I took runner-up.  At a local art auction I was delighted to be named  the top money raiser for the art cause through my donations.  Most of these donations were jewelry, and I’m also proud to admit that I’ve had my jewelry worn on the cover of a CD by a famous singer.  I was also asked to paint several Native American scenes for the Wakarusa Music Festival last year.

Though many of these accomplishments were done professionally,  many more were done through volunteer work, doing so just for the love of it.  I’m sure I’ve forgotten much of what I’ve done throughout the years because I’ve never really focused on recognition and therefore never paid much attention to it myself.  It has taken me quite a while just to sit down and think of what I’ve written here.  I guess if anyone is interested in knowing if I have experience in a creative field I haven’t mentioned as of yet, they can always ask me.  Chances are I’ve had at least some exposure, and if I haven’t,  I’m always willing to learn and share.  

Teaching the skills I’ve gained has always come natural to me.  I realized that as part of my talents when I noticed that I was often asked to become the teacher instead of the student.  I feel that the hundreds of students I’ve had the pleasure of teaching throughout the years have enjoyed my classes so much because having fun is always a requirement.  I never pretend to know it all, because I don’t, and most of the time it feels like I get more from my students than I give.

I’ve noticed that art is often under valued in our society and because of this, self acceptance has been a long time coming for me.  To this day I still find myself struggling with it from time to time.  After all,  will what I do feed the hungry or give protection from the elements?  No.  So perhaps it’s value really isn’t all that important, right?  Wrong!!!  The older I get the more I realize how needed people like me are.  Artists may suffer from societal neglect much of the time, but were do many people turn when life’s pressures threaten to beat them down?  

We as a society find great comfort in a soul touching song or poem.  A beautiful melody can sooth and comfort when nothing else works.  Lives have been saved and reshaped through art.  Health and happiness has been improved through the wonderful movements of dance.  Many marriages have also been improved and even saved.  Leaders of industry and even countries have been able to face another day and carry on their tasks because they take the time to find relief from their pressures through many types of art forms.  The sick become healthier quicker when they have a creative outlet.  

The theatrical arts can teach us how to be better than we are, or how not to behave during difficult situations.  Children will grow stronger, run faster, or jump higher,  when given creative outlets.  People learn faster and better academically when allowed some time for creativity.  Waking up in the morning surrounded by things we find beautiful and comforting can make a huge difference in how we treat ourselves and others.

It is with these goals in mind that I have decided to open Art Realm.  With the help of my family and friends, I will be able to offer unique items from around the world, provide exposure for local artist who might not otherwise have the opportunity to have their work shown to the public, and provide excellent learning opportunities for the community.  This will help to strengthen and support the community and keep more business local as well as bring me peace of mind.  This will also provide me with great satisfaction as I am able to reach out and help to support my community.
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